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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 172023 

PRETORIA FOR RSO/TSO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC 

SUBJECT:BABBLE SYSTEM 

1 . RECENT CONSULTATION WITH RSO PAYNE WAS VERY HELPFUL 
IN PROVIDING FULL UNDERSTANDING OF DURBAN SITUATION AND 
REQUIREMENT FOR PROTECTION OF "ONE-ON-ONE" CONVERSATIONS 
WITH FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

2. BELIEVE BEST SOLUTION IS TO EMPLOY PORTABLE BABBLE 
SYSTEM HITHERTO USED CHIEFLY IN SUPPORT OF VIP TRAVEL. 

SYSTEM CONSISTS OF CASSETTE TAPE PLAYER. SMALL SPEAKERS, 

TAPE PLAYER ACCESSORIES, AND CASSETTE TAPE RECORDING OF 
"COCKTAIL PARTY BABBLE". SYSTEM IS UNCLASSIFIED BUT SHOULD 
RECEIVE CAREFUL HANDLING AND STORAGE TO PRECLUDE TECHNICAL 
PENETRATION THRU UNAUTHORIZED MODIFICATION. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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3. TO USE, ARRANGE SEATING SO INTERLOCUTORS ARE FACING 
AND MINIMALLY SEPARATED, PREFERABLY NEAR ROOM CENTER. 
DURING CONVERSATIONS, CONNECT3ABBLE SYSTEM AND PLAY TAPE. 
LOCATION FOR SPEAKERS IS NOT CRITICAL BUT IN SMALL ROOM 
BEST LOCATION WOULD BE IN OPPOSITE CORNERS ONE OR TWO FEET 
FROM WALL. CONVERSE AT NORMAL TO LOW TONES. SET VOLUME OF 
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TAPE PLAYER AT HIGHEST LEVEL THAT PERMITS CONVERSATION TO 

CONTINUE. TO INSURE EFFECTIVENESS. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
SOME ANNOYANCE BE ACCEPTED. CLOSE SEATING AND EYE-TO-EYE 
CONTACT IS HELPFUL IN ALLOWING CONVERSATION IN PRESENCE 
OF ADEQUATE-LEVEL BABBLE. 

4. WE ARE POUCHING ONE SYSTEM TO DURBAN UNDER REGISTRY 
NUMBER 3244759.PLEASE GIVE THE SYSTEM A TRY AND LET US 
KNOW RESULTS. BELT SYSTEM NOT APPROVED AT THIS TIME. 

5. EQUIPMENT WILL BECOME PART OF TSO PRETORIA INVENTORY. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 72023 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: W GILLIAM:BAF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780279-1101 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780784/aaaacswq.tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 474a6479-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SY 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 2082898 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BABBLE SYSTEM 

TAGS: ASEC 

To: DURBAN 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/474a6479-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



